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Starting New Zinnia Plants 
from Cuttings

A  S I M P L E  G U I D E  T O  S U C C E S S

Zinnias, with their vibrant colors and 
cheerful blooms, are a beloved addition 
to any garden. While most gardeners 
start zinnias from seeds, taking 
cuttings offers a unique advantage: 
replicating your favorite plants exactly. 
This method is quick and rewarding, 
allowing you to enjoy blooms sooner 
and extend your growing season. 
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W H Y  S T A R T  Z I N N I A S  F R O M  C U T T I N G S ?

Clone Your Favorites Speed Up Growth Extend the Growing Season

Select a Healthy Plant: Choose a non-
flowering stem with at least two sets of leaves 
for your cutting.1

How to Start Zinnias 
from Cuttings:
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Preserve the unique characteristics of 
your cherished zinnia plants.

Bypass the germination process and 
enjoy blooms faster.

Enjoy zinnias year-round by taking 
cuttings indoors during winter.

Take the Cutting: Use sterilized scissors to 
cut a 4-6 inch section just below a node.

Transplant: Once rooted, gradually acclimate 
your new zinnia to outdoor conditions and 
transplant it into your garden or a larger pot.

Prepare the Cutting: Remove lower leaves 
and dip the cut end in rooting hormone 
(optional).

Plant the Cutting: Insert the cutting into well-
draining soil, ensuring a node is buried. 

Create a Humid Environment: Cover the pot 
with a plastic bag or use a propagator to 
maintain high humidity.

Provide Indirect Light: Place the cutting in a 
warm spot with indirect sunlight.

Water Lightly: Keep the soil consistently 
moist, but avoid overwatering.

Wait for Roots: Check for roots after 2-4 
weeks by gently tugging on the cutting.
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Timing is Key 

Take cuttings in the morning when plants are 
hydrated. This will help increase your cuttings 
chance of survival. 
 
Avoid Overwatering 

Ensure proper drainage and allow soil to dry slightly 
between waterings. 
 
Monitor for Pests 

Keep an eye out for common pests and address 
them promptly. 
 
Be Patient 
Continue caring for your cutting, even if you don’t 
see immediate results. Rooting can take time, so 
persevere!  
 

Enjoy the Beautiful Blooms 

With a little care and attention, you’ll be rewarded 
with a beautiful display of zinnia blooms that will 
brighten your garden for months to come.

Tips for Success

Starting zinnias from cuttings is a 
fantastic way to expand your garden 
and enjoy a continuous display of 
vibrant blooms. With a little care and 
attention, you’ll soon have new zinnia 
plants ready to thrive in your garden 
or greenhouse. So, roll up your sleeves, 
grab your scissors, and embark on this 
rewarding gardening journey!

Growing guides & inspirationE N J O Y  M O R E


